Syllabus Prof. Jeremy Williams. Session 4 from July 16 to 20, 2007-06-27

	Contexte, problématique, objectif 



	The aim of this course is to help managers develop a thorough understanding of the issues surrounding sustainable development and the implications of these issues for long-term viability of business. 
It takes a multi-disciplinary approach and should appeal to students from a wide variety of backgrounds. Specifically, it provides managers with an understanding of factors impacting upon the long-term sustainability of business, and how this impacts on competitive advantage. 
The theoretical framework is that used in ecological economics, and there is a focus on four key concepts : radical resource productivity; biomimicry ; service and flow economy; and investment in natural capital. This framework is applied in the analysis of a number of international case studies.


	Connaissances à acquérir
au terme du cours



	At the completion of the course, students will :
1. have a comprehensive understanding of ecological economics and the four strategies of natural capitalism 
2. have gained a thorough appreciation of the need for businesses to adjust to changing patterns of scarcity 
3. be able to evaluate, critically, the likely competitive effects on an organisation of a business model founded on sustainable development.


	Méthodes d'enseignement 
et lectures conseillées



	This course makes use of a range of inter-related teaching and learning strategies that have been developed around a flexible assessment regime. The assessment instruments used within this system are designed to measure the extent to which you have achieved the objectives of the unit. In short, assessment is not included for the sake of it, and importantly, careful consideration has been given to the fact that different people have different learning styles.


	Plan du cours



	In the process of achieving these objectives, students will cover the following content :
Introduction to sustainable development 

Sustainable development and economic ecological efficiency 

Sustainable development and the market 

Sustainable development and the prospects of paradigm shift 

Sustainable development indicators 

Sustainable development policy prescriptions


	Méthodes d'évaluation
 Analysis of cases/scenarios (team assignments) : 40% Analysis of a journal article or company performance (individual assignment) : 30% Final assessment (individual written assignment during the final class) : 30%


	

	Eléments bibliographiques
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Brown, Lester R. (2001) Eco-Economy: Building an Economy for the Earth. W.W. Norton and Company: London. 
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Note : While specific chapters will be referred to in the Study Guide, this book is essentially a background reader. Also be aware that the book is available electronically at http://www.natcap.org/sitepages/pid20.php.


	

	Ressources (Internet, documents téléchargeables)

	
There is an interactive study guide for this course located at www.jeremybwilliams.net/SD_CA/index .  This web site will be activated shortly before the course commences. It is strongly recommended that students pre-read before attending each class meeting.


